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No Other Where—Denatured Reading 

 
Course Description: 
Critical and artistic responses to media representations of climate change and to contemporary 
discourses of imperiled ecology have given rise in the first decades of the twenty-first century to an 
aesthetics of what the photographer Edward Burtynsky has calledÂ  "manufactured landscapes": 
denatured, waste-filled contact zones between human technologies and uninhabited space. Paul Farley 
and Michael Symmons Roberts call these spaces "edgelands," and develop a latter-day poetics that 
tries to account for the human intervention in the natural, while Kathleen Jamie asks, as she travels the 
shorelines of the human, "if it's still possible to value that which endures, if durability is still a virtue, 
when we have invented plastic." Beginning with Robert Hayman's seventeen century caveat that we 
can "live no other where" and with a reading of a foundational modern text of denatured poetics, T. S. 
Eliot's The Waste Land, we will examine contemporary English-language fiction, essays, songs and 
poetry that contemplate landscape, ecology, corporeality and self-fashioning. How is it still possible to 
write something like an enduring poetry or to speak of the natural in an age of "wildlife management," 
when human dominion has so pervasively asserted itself over the disparate surfaces of the earth? 

Required Texts: 

 T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land 
 John K. Samson, Lyrics and Poems, 1997-2012 
 Kathleen Jamie, Sightlines 
 Alice Munro, No Love Lost 
 Don McKay, Deactivated West 100 
 Hugh Howey, Wool 
 Paul Farley and Michael Symmons Roberts, Edgelands: Journeys into England's True 

Wilderness 
 Lorna Goodison, From Harvey River 

Course Requirements: 
Graded assignments will include a close reading, a term paper/project, a reading response journal, 
class participation, and a final exam. 

 

 


