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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 489: Language Majors Seminar (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Stefan Dollinger 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Studying Linguistic Variation and Change via Questionnaire: A Practical Approach 

 
Course Description: 
English students are at times hesitant to use quantitative data, yet language study today increasingly 
demands its inclusion. By harnessing the knowledge and skills acquired over the course of your 
Language major, we will explore a simple yet effective way to gather and analyze linguistic data. 

This seminar is a practical, hands-on introduction to language variation and change on Vancouver 
English in which students learn to apply the highly effective method of self-report questionnaires (see, 
e.g. Boberg 2005, Dollinger 2012). In the study of linguistic variation, linguistic features are correlated 
with social characteristics of the speakers, in our case respondents, such as age, gender, social class, 
heritage language and others to uncover mechanisms of language change. 
 
We will use Microsoft Excel for data analysis, all necessary elements of which will be taught. Data 
collection will be carried out in groups using an online tool, which allows students to pool contacts and 
resources. The course overall is aimed to empower students to study language phenomena with their 
own data from "start to finish" -- from the idea and research question to study design, data analysis 
and paper writing. No previous experience with quantitative data is needed, but a willingness to 
expand oneâ€™s knowledge and skill set is most welcome. 

Required Texts: 
A course reader will be provided in late August, in conjunction with readings on Connect. 

References: 

 Boberg, Charles. 2005. The North American Regional Vocabulary Survey: new variables and 
methods in the study of North American English. American Speech 80: 22-60. 

 Dollinger, Stefan. 2012. The written questionnaire as a sociolinguistic data gathering tool: 
testing its validity. Journal of English Linguistics 40(1): 74-110. 

Course Requirements: 

 Attendance & Participation: 20% 
 Opener:15% 
 Data Analysis Exercise (3 pages): 15% 
 Term Paper (10-12 pages) & Class Presentation: 50% 
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You will need Microsoft Excel (installed on all UBC campus computers) for your home work. 

 

 


