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Course Description: 
This seminar has two goals: 1. to provide a detailed introduction to critical animal studies; 2. to apply 
theoretical models derived from the critical readings to some eighteenth-century and Romantic-era 
literary examples, examining how the selected works represent animals in specific historical situations. 

The new field of animal studies is developing out of critical theory informed by post-structural analysis, 
critiques of Western humanism, and movements for social justice. Participants in the field have worked 
across disciplinary boundaries to generate accounts of animal-human relations, and of animality itself, 
that resist conventional binary oppositions (domestic/wild, reasoning/instinctual, cultured/natural) and 
that also propose alternative ways of reading and evaluating the situations and roles of animals in 
Western history. 

The growing archive of animal studies includes many works of philosophy, anthropology, sociology, and 
other disciplinary approaches that pre-date animal studies as such, but that have helped to identify the 
problems with which it wrestles and the methods of analysis it uses. The class will read some of these 
foundational texts. We will also read works that are part of the established animal studies field, and we 
will take particular interest in theorizations and representations of the animal as domesticated herd 
creature (neither wild nor companion animal), as commodity, and as crucial element in eighteenth-
century Britain's fragmented and re-organizing nationalities, regionalities, and ecosystems. 

Our critical and theoretical readings will, hence, be linked with primary literary texts from the late 
seventeenth century, the eighteenth century, and the early nineteenth century giving particular 
consideration to the ways in which Scotland was affected by developing agricultural and cultural 
standards that tended to imagine it as primarily rustic or pastoral. We will read literary works by 
Margaret Cavendish, Daniel Defoe, Laurence Sterne, Robert Burns, William Wordsworth, and Walter 
Scott, with special attention to the Scottish Romantic writer James Hogg, the "Ettrick Shepherd," who 
maintained two careers--as writer and as sheep farmer. 

Critical and theoretical readings for the class will include essays by Carol J. Adams, Cary Wolfe, Jacques 
Derrida, Helene Cixous, Donna Haraway, and Michel Foucault. 

 

 


