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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 491A: Senior Honours Seminar – Theory (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Patricia Badir 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Shakespeare in the Wilderness: 100 years of Shakespeare in Canada 

 
Course Description: 
2016 is the quartercentenary year of Shakespeare's death. This seminar will use this forthcoming 
occasion as an opportunity to look back over 100 years of Shakespearean production in order to think 
about how the motives of Shakespearean aesthetics have shaped, and continue to shape, Canadian 
academic and cultural institutions. We will combine the reading of Shakespeare's plays (those most 
frequently performed in this time period) with archival and secondary material. We will consider the 
English travelling companies; local community theatre and Little Theatre productions; regional theatre 
productions; Shakespeare societies and clubs and we will look at the rise of the big Festivals (including 
Stratford and Bard on the Beach). We will also explore the relationship between the formation of 
English Departments in Canadian Universities and the rise of the sub-discipline of Shakespeare Studies 
in Canada and in the UK and the US. In other words, this project is a critical and commemorative 
endeavor that understands the quartercentenary as an advantageous moment in which to consider the 
role Shakespeare has played in the foundation of English studies in the academy broadly defined. 

We will also think about the relationship (most poignantly defined by Northrop Frye) between a 
particularly Canadian ethos that seeks to anchor culture, and thus the culture of the academy, in a 
ecological aesthetic that remains fundamental to the twenty-first-century university. This is a pressing 
problematic to engage; indeed, UBC's most recent vision document articulates a relationship between 
"place" and "promise" by means of a photograph that locates professors and students on a precipice, 
over a beach, gazing out onto the ocean, under stormy skies (http://strategicplan.ubc.ca/the-plan/). If 
one regards this image in the Shakespearean, mid-First-World-War contexts this course is proposing, 
these figures might as well be Gloucester and King Lear less stripped of their tragic (and, of course, 
romantic) registers than the institutional banner-head first suggests. 

Students will be encouraged to attend sessions at the Shakespeare Association of America Conference 
that is scheduled to be held in Vancouver in the Spring of 2015. 

Provisional Reading List: 

 King Lear 
 Hamlet 
 As You Like It 
 Twelth Night 
 Midsummer Night's Dream 

http://strategicplan.ubc.ca/the-plan/
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 Merchant of Venice 
 Merry Wives of Windsor 
 Julius Caesar 
 Cymbeline 

Selections from: 

Shakespeare In Canada: A World Elsewhere. Ed. Diana Brydon and Irena R. Markaryk (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 2002) 

Northrope Frye. A Natural Perspective: The Development of Shakespearean Comedy and 
Romance (New York: Columbia University Press, 1965). 

Northrope Frye. On Shakespeare. Ed. Robert Sandler. (Markham, Ont: Fizhenry & Whiteside, 1986). 

This reading will be supplemented with secondary/theoretical reading on the rise of English studies (in 
Canada as well as in the US and the UK) as well as on the development of Canadian culture industries 
and Canadian cultural policy. 

 

 


