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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 512A: Middle English Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Professor Robert Rouse 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 

CATEGORY A – English Literature to 1700 
(Students in the MA program should consult Section 4.4 of 
the Handbook when planning their courses.

Late-Medieval English Literature: 1377-1470 

 
Course Description: 
This course is designed to provide students with a thorough grounding in late–medieval vernacular 
English literature (1377–1470) at a graduate level. The course will ensure important period coverage 
for graduate students working pre–1900, as well as allowing more focused work for those specializing 
in early– and pre–modern literature. In addition to the literary, the course will also involve an 
introduction to the material culture of late medieval textuality, both via digital facsimile and 
engagement with UBC's manuscript collection. 

The course will begin with Chaucer, covering both The Canterbury Tales and a selection of Chaucer's 
Dream poems. Students will also read a selection of seminal and cutting edge criticism on Chaucer in 
order to develop a familiarity with current and continuing debates in Chaucer scholarship. There will be 
a great deal of primary reading in these first few weeks, but this will act as a Middle English language 
refresher for students who have not taken Middle English course for some time. There will be some 
discussion of Chaucer's contemporaries (Langland, Gower, et alia) and the period of ‘Ricardian 
Literature' more generally, but due to considerations of time, this section will focus on Chaucer's works. 
Following Chaucer, we move on to his (literary) descendants: Lydgate and Hoccleve. This section will 
treat the so–called Chaucerians and notion of Chaucer–as–father. 

The following three weeks explore other currents in late fourteenth century and early fifteenth century 
literature, beginning with the alliterative Pearl, moving to the widespread and flexible genre of the 
Lyric, and ending with two poems that – in the own ways – are situated in London (St. 
Erkenwald and The Siege of Jerusalem). 

We end where–arguably–the Middle Ages end: with Malory, and his work of cultural and ideological 
nostalgia, Le Morte D'arthur. This text will also permit students to consider material issues such as the 
(uneven) transition from manuscript to print, and questions of periodization within the discipline of 
English as a whole. 

Schedule and Readings 

Week 1: (Re)introduction to Middle English, Introduction to Middle English Studies, Introduction to 
medieval textuality. 

Weeks 2 to 4: Chaucer, Canterbury Tales (all of them) 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/courses/winter2014/handbook_section4.htm#4.1
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Week 5: Chaucer, Dream visions (Book of the Duchess; House of Fame) 

Week 6 to 7: The Chaucerians: Lydgate's The Complaint of the Black Knight, 
Hoccleve's Complaint and La Mâle Règle. 

Week 8: Alliterative Poetry: Pearl 

Week 9: Shorter Poems: Lyric and Comic Poems (selection of Lyrics, Dame Sirith, The Land of 
Cockaigne) 

Week 10: London Poems: St. Erkenwald and The Siege of Jerusalem 

Weeks 11 to 12: Malory, Le Morte D'arthur 

Week 13: Legacy, Connections, Periodization 

 

 


