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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 539A: Studies in the Twentieth Century (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Ira Nadel 
Section: 001 
Term: 2 

CATEGORY C - Literature in English from 1900 to the 
present 
(Students in the MA program should consult Section 4.4 of 
the Handbook when planning their courses.

Re-Making Irish Modernism: Beckett, Joyce, Yeats 

 
Course Description: 
An in-depth study of three principal Irish writers who redefined 20th century Modernism but left the 
concept of Irish modernism in limbo. The two Joyces dramatize the situation. One Joyce is the 
internationalist, the deracinated modernist who was considered to have become European and modern 
by transcending his Irishness. The other is the Irish Joyce who has more recently emerged from the 
convergence of post-colonial and Irish studies. While a canon of Irish modernism exists, its central 
importance to international literary developments draws it away from the Irish context. This contested 
condition is the focus of the seminar. 

At issue will be the conflict between modernism at large and nationalism, a defining conflict within Irish 
modernism. Indeed, is the relationship between nation and internationalism/cosmopolitanism best 
conceived as interdependence or conflict? The "colonial" context of Irish modernism will also be 
considered, as well as the term"revivalist modernism," a phrase currently used to describe an author’s 
combination of tradition and"radical modernism" to define an anti-traditional stance. Identifying the 
characteristics of Irish modernism with such predecessors as Wilde and Synge and such later 
practitioners as Flann O’Brien, Seamus Heaney, Colm Toibin and Brian Friel will expand the discussion. 
Drama, fiction and poetry are at the center of the seminar. 

Three key texts will be the foundation of the course: Ulysses, The Tower and Waiting for 
Godot. Readings in Irish literary, cultural and political history will contextualize the works and their 
authors, while a set of supplementary texts by each writer will expand the focus: Murphy and Malone 
Dies by Beckett, Portrait of the Artist by Joyce and The Winding Stair by Yeats. 

In addition to the core texts noted above, readings in the following works: 

 Brown, Terence."Ireland, Modernism and the 1930s," The Literature of Ireland: Culture and 
Criticism, 2010. 

 Culleton, Claire A. and Maria McGarrity, eds. Irish Modernism and the Global Primitive (New 
Directions in Irish and Irish American Literature), 2008. 

 Ellmann, Richard. Four Dubliners: Wilde, Yeats, Joyce and Beckett, 1986. 
 Foster, John Wilson."Irish Modernism," Colonial Consequences: Essays in Irish Literature and 

Culture, 1991. 
 Gibbons, Luke. Transformations in Irish Culture, 1996. 
 Kearney, Richard. Transitions: Narratives in Modern Irish Culture, 1988. 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/courses/winter2014/handbook_section4.htm#4.1


 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

 Kenner, Hugh. The Colder Eye: The Modern Irish Writers, 1983. 
 Keown, Edwina, and Carol Taaffe, eds. Irish Modernism: Origins, Contexts, Publics, 2009. 
 Nolan, Emer."Modernism and the Irish Revival," The Cambridge Companion to Modern Irish 

Culture. Ed. Joe Cleary and Claire Connolly, 2004. 

Also of interest is the Irish Modernist Society 
Forum. http://irishmodernistsociety.lefora.com/forum/category/irishmodernistsociety-forum-topics/ 
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