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Section: MA3 
Term: 1 

Homes and Homecomings – Departure, Exile, Return 

 
Course Description: 
We can divide the texts of this course into two groups: those of our own time (Bow Grip, The 
Penelopiad, and selected short works by transgender writers)and those of past times (Persuasion, The 
Odyssey, and Love’s Cure). Cutting across this temporal division, however, is another division, since 
each contemporary text links in powerful ways to one of the earlier texts, creating three present-past 
pairs: Bow Grip and Persuasion; the transgender writers’ texts and Love’s Cure; The Penelopiad 
and The Odyssey. These two intersecting divisions are like the warp and woof of a tapestry, and 
students will discover over the term that all the texts in this course can be linked, one to the other, in 
an expansive intertextual web. 
 
As the title of the course suggests, each of the texts will allow us opportunities to think about the idea 
of “home.” In some cases we may be talking, quite literally, about homes. What makes a home? Who 
shares a home? How permeable or vulnerable are homes? How stable? Who gets to have a home? In 
addition, the texts will allow us to think more metaphorically about the concept of home. When are city 
and nation homes? Are bodies homes? When is home a prison or trap, and when is it a means of 
liberation? What might it mean to be “at home” in one’s body? When do we leave home? How do know 
when we have found home? 
 
Prospective students please note: While our course will be structured around the idea of home, our 
discussions will be more far-ranging, and will certainly take in questions pertaining to masculinity and 
femininity, and gender, sex and sexuality. One or two readings may include brief descriptions of sexual 
acts. This will not constitute a significant portion of the reading, but you should be aware of it as a 
possibility before registering in the course. 

Required Texts: 

 Margaret Atwood, The Penelopiad (Vintage) 
 Jane Austen, Persuasion (Oxford) 
 Ivan E. Coyote, Bow Grip (Arsenal) 
 Homer, The Odyssey (Translated by Robert Fagles) (Penguin) N.B.: This is 

the only acceptable translation for this course. The UBC Bookstore will have the correct text. 
 Course Pack (containing Beaumont, Fletcher and Massinger’s play Love’s Cure and a 

selection of short stories and poetry) available from the UBC Bookstore. 


