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2015 Summer Session (2015-2016 Academic Year) 
ENGL 304A: Advanced Composition (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Catherine Nelson-McDermott 
Section: 98A  
Term: A 
 
Course Description: 
Are you trying to figure out new ways to strengthen your writing? Have you always wanted to develop 
a recognizable writing voice of your own? Are you interested in figuring out how to make the strongest 
impact on your readers? Are you perhaps interested in exploring the differences between writing for, 
say, The Vancouver Sun,The Guardian, and an academic journal? Are you considering going into 
teaching and wondering how to go about talking to your students about their own writing? If you find 
yourself thinking about these sorts of questions, this is definitely a course you should take. 

Advanced Composition approaches the study and practice of writing with a focus on audience, authorial 
voice, and style. It emphasizes the writing process and the rhetorical concerns and principles (situation, 
genre, intent) which govern that process. The course offers an overview of traditional Artistotelian or 
classical rhetoric, as well as looking at more recent (20th and 21st century) theorizing of genre and 
communications. Students get to do in-depth studies of communities of practice; they learn to situate 
and develop their own rhetorical strengths. They also get to argue thoughtfully and even vigorously 
with their instructor and classmates, and to prepare a final project aimed at a real and carefully 
identified community of readers (best case scenario: you might even think of aiming for publication).  

Intended Students 
Students may register in English 304 if they have completed six credits of first-year English (or 
equivalent credits as recognized by UBC) and if they have also completed at least sixty credits toward 
their undergraduate degree. English 304 is included among optional courses available to both English 
Literature and Language majors students (Group F or Category 4, respectively). It is an excellent 
choice for students in the Education Faculty who are planning to teach English.  
The primary goal of this course is to turn good writers into excellent ones. Its model is revision-based; 
students compose, revise, consult, reflect, and revise again. As a 304 student, you will receive 
commentary on your work not only from your instructor, but also from other students, and you will 
reflect on your writing not only formally (in a course assignment, for example), but also informally (in 
exchanges with your instructor and classmates). Other course objectives facilitate and enable this 
primary one. 

Note! This course does not focus on grammar or on basic skills of composition. It assumes competence 
in these areas (making no concession for poor grammar or troubled writing skills) and takes up 
strategies for making writing especially effective. 

Course Objectives 
When you complete the course successfully, you will be able to do the following things: 
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 Demonstrate a knowledge of with the principles of rhetoric (effective and persuasive 
composition/argument); 

 Read your own compositions analytically and critically, and use revision strategies to improve 
those compositions; 

 Write with a strong sense of how your intervention in a rhetorical situation functions; 
 Understand your writing in terms of a whole tradition of rhetoric studies; 
 Write essays more confidently in a variety of academic and non-academic genres; and, 
 Use research to deepen any writing assignment (with an understanding of how research 

functions as an intervention in a specific dialogue), and internalize a sense of how and why 
source materials are deployed in specific ways in essays. 

Assignments (subject to change): 

participation in a series of interactive discussion forums 10% 

journal entries 
(some crossover between participation forums and journal entries may occur) 15% 

short paper in a specific style (an appendix detailing the rhetorical commonplaces of the 
field/target area will accompany the assignment); the paper will be preceded by a 
mandatory proposal and revision will be modelled as part of the process 20% 

long paper in the style of either a feature article or a scholarly article in the field of 
rhetoric (the possibility of writing in another field may be available)  
(5% proposal with analysis of the intended audience and field/genre requirements; 30% 
paper) 35% 

Final Exam 20% 

Textbooks: 
Must be purchased (will be available from the Bookstore or in pdf or hard copy directly from the site): 

 Michael A. Gilbert. Arguing with People. Peterborough: Broadview, 2014. ISBN: 
9781554811700 (paperback) / 1554811708 (PDF) 
https://www.broadviewpress.com/product.php?productid=1858 **You can 
use Broadview20% discount code if you are buying the hard copy through Broadview.** 
Shipping charges apply. 

 A very short reading package may be required. Check with the instructor or CTLT. 

Can be accessed online (free access kindly made available by the sources): 

 Natasha Artemeva. “Approaches to Learning Genres: A Bibliographical Essay.” Rhetorical 
Genre Studies and Beyond. Eds. Natasha Artemeva and Aviva Freedman. Winnipeg: 
Inkshed, 2008. 9-100. Optional but highly encouraged reading. 
http://http-

https://www.broadviewpress.com/product.php?productid=1858
http://http-server.carleton.ca/~nartemev/Artemeva%20&%20Freedman%20Rhetorical%20Genre%20Studies%20and%20beyond.pdf
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server.carleton.ca/~nartemev/Artemeva%20&%20Freedman%20Rhetorical%20Genre%20S
tudies%20and%20beyond.pdf 

 Silva Rhetoricae. http://rhetoric.byu.edu/ various elements will be required reading 
 Other links as provided by the instructor, including OWL @ Purdue and the University of 

Victoria grammar courses as support materials. 

Disclaimer 
The course outline is subject to change. The official outline for this course can be found in the course 
materials. 
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