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“Behaving Badly: Manner, Monsters, and the Looking Glass” 

 
Some of the most iconic monstrous figures have come down to us from the Victorian era, provoking 
continuing dialogue about our fears about our selves and our universe. In Britain, Darwin's 1859 Origin 
of Species served as a watershed event that propelled the nation towards a more rapid unravelling of 
already vulnerable certainties about class, gender, nation, religion, family structures and human beings' 
place in the natural world. Because codes of conduct were some of the dominant control mechanisms 
that aimed to manage social structures, their violation could result in the perceived transformation of 
the normative into the monstrous. Behaving badly could bring forth the "Beast Within." In our four 
novels, the transgression of class behavior, for example, leads to the perception that the transgressor 
is a monster. Surveillance, both of self and other, becomes literalized by the looking glass, which can 
never return the gaze or reflect anything but an altered or twisted image of the original. Instead, it 
offers doubles and others, oppositions and alternates, all functioning more often as devices of 
alienation, rather than self-recognition. This course will explore the intersections between self-
perception, codes of behaviour and the monstrous in four influential texts of the Victorian period. 

Texts: 

 Charlotte Bronte. Jane Eyre. Broadview. 
 Lewis Carroll. Alice's Adventures in Wonderland. Broadview. 
 R.L. Stevenson. The Strange Adventures of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Broadview. 
 Oscar Wilde. The Picture of Dorian Gray. Broadview. 
 S. Bose. Course Package. 

Course Requirements: 

 Contributions to the class (class discussion, attendance): 5% 
 Midterm (in-class essay): 20% 
 Group Presentations: 20% 
 Term Paper (home essay): 25% 
 Final Examination (essay and short questions): 30% 
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