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“In the Ruins of the Future”: Literature After 9/11 

 
Course Description: 
In December 2001, just three months after the attacks of 9/11, the American author Don DeLillo wrote 
the essay, “In the Ruins of the Future” and framed the attacks as a “catastrophic event” that would 
change “the way we think and act, moment to moment, week to week, for unknown weeks and 
months to come, and steely years.” Our course takes its title from DeLillo’s essay and begins with the 
question of how literature has been changed by 9/11—directly and indirectly. Do we, nearly fifteen 
years after the attacks, continue to live in the “steely years” DeLillo envisions? Who is the “we” DeLillo 
speaks for, and how are “we” represented and addressed? This course explores U.S. fiction, non-
fiction, and poetry written after—and with some relation to—the September 11 terrorist attacks. Some 
texts respond directly to the attacks, some to its direct aftermath, and some have been chosen for their 
oblique relation to the attacks, one that may suggest a changed cultural climate at large. 

Required Texts: 
In addition to a small selections of essays and poems TBA, our readings will include the following: 

 Jonathan Safran Foer, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 
 Mohsin Hamid, The Reluctant Fundamentalist 
 Dave Eggers, Zeitoun 
 Juliana Spahr, This Connection of Everyone with Lungs 
 Kenneth Goldsmith, Seven American Deaths and Disasters 
 Jennifer Egan, A Visit from the Goon Squad 

Assignments will include, but are not limited to, a short close reading, a term paper, and a final exam. 

 

 


