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Romanticism and the history of the senses 

 
Course Description: 
This seminar has three intersecting goals: to introduce seminar members to the multidisciplinary 
literature on the history of sensation; to explore the emergence of what we now understand as 
philosophical aesthetics from its origins in aesthesis, sensory perception, and the continuing relations 
between these fields; and to participate in the project of exploring a body of literature from the 
perspective of the senses in history. We will also pay particular attention to questions about the 
spatiality of taste, the notion of history as an object of sensation and perception, and the problem of 
uneven development. 

Seminar participants will be asked to provide an oral report on one of the books on the reading list of 
scholarly works from which the seminar group will read selections, to write a detailed abstract and 
research bibliography for a proposed scholarly article in the field, and to write and present a 
conference paper. 

Reading list: 
(Please note that this list remains subject to minor changes) 

 Sydney Owenson, The Missionary (Broadview) 
 Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1818 text, ed. Butler–Oxford) 
 Thomas De Quincey, Confessions of an English Opium-Eater (1822 text–Penguin) 
 William Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell (Dover) 
 William Wordsworth, selections from Lyrical Ballads and selected books from The 

Prelude (Major Works, ed. Gill–Oxford) 
 P. B. Shelley, The Witch of Atlas and selected poems (Shelley’s Poetry and Prose, ed. 

Fraistat–Norton) 
 John Keats, the odes and selected letters (Keats’s Poetry and Prose, ed. Cox–Norton) 
 selected medical writings from Robert Whytt, William Cullen, John Mason Good, James 

Cowles Prichard, Robert Verity (online) 
 selected philosophical writings from Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Kames, Kant, Schiller, Fichte, F. 

Schlegel (course packet) 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/grad/handbook_section4.htm#4.1
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 selected chapters from recent scholarly works (to be placed on two-hour reserve in cases 
where no online edition is available): 
 on the history of sensation in general–Donald Lowe, History of Bourgeois 

Perception (1980); Michel Feher et al, Fragments for a History of the Human 
Body (1989); Barbara Stafford, Body Criticism (1991); Michael Taussig, Mimesis 
and Alterity: A Particular History of the Senses (1993); Constance 
Classen, Worlds of Sense (1993); Susan Stewart, Poetry and the Fate of the 
Senses (2001); Sara Danius, The Senses of Modernism(2002); Kevis 
Goodman, Georgic Modernity (2005); Noel Jackson, Science and Sensation in 
Romantic Poetry (2008); Richard Adelman,Idleness, Contemplation, and the 
Aesthetic, 1750-1830 (2011) 

 on specific senses (Constance Classen on touch; Jonathan Crary on sight; John 
Picker on sound; Denise Gigante and Timothy Morton on taste; Holly Dugan on 
smell) 

 on literary aesthetics (Elaine Scarry, Isabel Armstrong, Charles Altieri, Susan 
Stewart, Marjorie Levinson) 

 

 


