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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

2016 Winter Session (2016-2017 Academic Year) 

ENGL 140-001: Challenging Language Myths - Laurel Brinton and E. Vatikiotis-Bateson 

Language Myths 
Term 2 
MWF, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

This course in cross-listed as Linguistics 140 and is co-taught by instructors from the English and Linguistics 
Departments. 

Is language change bad? 
Do some people have “good grammar”? 
Does language shape culture? 
Are teenagers destroying the language? 
Is texting destroying the language? 
Is learning a language easier for kids? 
Does your ability to learn a language reflect your intelligence? 
Is all thought linguistic? 
Where in your brain is language located? 
Do bilinguals have an advantage? 

What can we believe of what we hear and read about language? In this course, we will critically examine a 
broad range of commonly held beliefs about language and the relation of language to the brain and cognition, 
learning, society, change and evolution. We will be reading a series of short scholarly articles in order to 
understand language myths, the purpose for their existence, and their validity (or not). We will use science and 
common sense as tools in our process of “myth-busting” and will ultimately come to understand why language 
myths will always be with us. 

Course readings: A set of readings (available on Connect) 

Course requirements: Two midterm examinations (50%), a written project (pairs or groups) (30%), 
participation and attendance, including “Linguistics outside the classroom) and low-stakes short weekly writing 
(20%) 

For the project, students will select one of the myths and will find a discussion of this myth in popular media 
(online, newspaper, etc.). They will read one or two of the supplemental readings concerning that myth and will 
use these readings as well as the material covered in class to argue for or against the point expressed in the 
popular source. 

This course is an excellent introduction for students contemplating  the English Language Major as well as an 
appropriate elective for students already in the Major. 



© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

Note: This course does not fulfill the writing requirements in any faculty or the literature requirement in the 
Faculty of Arts. 

Prerequisite: Prerequisite for all 100-level English courses: Language Proficiency Index (LPI) level 5 or 
exemption. For further details, please visit http://english.ubc.ca/first-year-english/frequently-asked-
questions-faq/#1. 

 


