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ENGL 358-001: Race, Ethnicity, and the British Empire in Eighteenth-
Century Literature - Professor Nick Hudson 

Studies in an Eighteenth-Century Genre 
Term 1 
MWF, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

During the eighteenth century, Britain transformed from a relatively minor European country to a great 
economic power with a worldwide empire. British ships ranged the world, sending back reports of new 
peoples, and setting off a new discussion concerning the nature of “civilization” in contrast with the 
so-called “primitive” or “barbaric” peoples that British travellers encountered. The use of African 
slaves in British colonies became a major source of wealth, though this practice also sparked what is 
arguably the world’s first great humanitarian campaign, the movement to abolish the slave trade. 
These events had a major impact on eighteenth-century literature, flooding the literary marketplace 
with travel books and with fictional and non-fictional accounts of far-away places and non-European 
peoples. This section of English 358 will focus on the many ways that literature of the eighteenth 
century reflected an expanding world-view, the rise of empire, and a transformed understanding of 
humanity as comprised of multifarious races, nations and cultures. We will consider the first widely-
read literature in English by non-white people as well as the struggles and adjustments precipitated 
by the rise of Britain as global colonial power. We will proceed chronologically through a selection of 
texts by Aphra Behn, Mary Rowlandson, Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Swift, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, 
Olauda Equianao James Cook, and others. Evaluation will be based on a mid-term text, a final essay, 
an exam, and class participation. 

 


