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ENGL 405A-001: Comedies of Manners - Gregory Mackie  

Studies in Drama 
Term 2 
MWF, 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
mackieg@mail.ubc.ca 

Although the phrase “comedy of manners” originates as a generic descriptor for Restoration and early 
Eighteenth-century comedic drama, it has also found wide applicability in other genres and historical periods. 
In this course, we will explore this generic and historical expansiveness by reading dramatic and fictional 
comedies of manners from the late eighteenth to the early twentieth centuries. Without ignoring their humour, 
we will pay close attention to the relations these texts forge among gender, social decorum, and the genre of 
“comedy.” This course, moreover, attends literally to the term “manners,” since decorum and its manifold 
violations structures many of the texts we will encounter. We will also read nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century plays that exploit the technical and stylistic vocabulary of “drawing-room dramas” (the stereotyped 
stage setting for comedies of manners) to achieve different aesthetic and political aims. Students will also have 
the opportunity to perform in brief group acting skits near in the final days of the term. 

 Richard Brinsley Sheridan, The School for Scandal (1777) 
 Dion Boucicault, London Assurance (1841) 
 Oscar Wilde, Lady Windermere’s Fan (1892); An Ideal Husband (1895); The Importance of Being 

Earnest (1895) 
 Arthur Wing Pinero, The Second Mrs. Tanqueray (1893) 
 Frank Harris, Mr. and Mrs. Daventry (1900) 
 George Bernard Shaw, Pygmalion (1914) 
 Ronald Firbank, The Princess Zoubaroff (1920) 
 Noel Coward, Hay Fever (1925); Private Lives (1930) 
 Somerset Maugham, The Constant Wife (1926) 

Most of our books are available for purchase at UBC Bookstore. Others will be available in a custom course 
pack also at the Bookstore. 

Course Requirements and Policies: 

 Informed Participation (including in-class group acting skits) - 15% 
 Midterm - 20% 
 Term Paper - 35% 
 Final Exam - 30% 

NOTE: we will be spending an average of two class sessions per play. It is strongly recommended that 
students not miss a single class. 


