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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

2016 Winter Session (2016-2017 Academic Year) 

ENGL 512A-001 - Middle English From Script to Print (and Beyond) - S. 
Partridge 

Middle English Studies 
Term 1 

This seminar will consider book history and the transmission of Middle English texts from roughly the 
mid-fourteenth century, when the production of books in English became a significant part of the book 
trade in England, to the mid- to late-sixteenth century (Speght’s Chaucer edition of 1598 forming a 
logical end-point for our survey). We will consider such topics as ways of organizing books 
(miscellany, anthology, author-collection); the functions of page layout and illustration; the evolution of 
titles and the title-page; the organization (or otherwise) of the book trade; the impact of the new 
technology of print; the relationship of the shapes of books to evolving ideas about genre, authorship, 
and literary tradition. A common syllabus will focus on the manuscript and print histories of the 
Chaucer canon and of Middle English romance, and will also include more general and theoretical 
discussions of the history of books in this period. In addition, seminar members are encouraged to 
pursue topics that suit their special interests. These could include, for example, the transmission of 
works by particular authors (such as Langland, Gower, Mandeville, Malory) or in specific genres 
(such as lyric, devotional prose); specific aspects of the book; individual printers; well-defined reading 
communities. Chaucer and romance are chosen as the common texts for our reading in part because 
they remained in print more or less continuously (in one form or another) from the late Middle Ages 
through the present day. Thus those students specializing in more modern periods will have 
opportunities to present and write on post-Renaissance editions, translations, and adaptations of 
medieval texts. More generally, discussion will be conscious of the various forms of reproduction, 
such as editions and transcriptions, printed facsimiles, microfilms, and digital photographs and 
editions by which we gain access to medieval and early modern books. There will also be 
opportunities for work, collective and individual, in the UBC Library’s Special Collections. 

Readings will include critical studies by, for example, Lerer, Dane, Hanna, Gillespie, Echard, Summit, 
Machan, Edwards, Meale, Boffey, Pearsall, Carlson, Coleman, Driver. There is no formal 
prerequisite, but those who have not already had introductory courses in Chaucer and Middle English 
romance will need to develop some familiarity with these texts.\ 

Requirements: 

 Presentation 
 Semi-formal description of one medieval or early modern book 
 Term paper 
 Seminar preparation, attendance, and participation, including on a Connect page 


